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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 03/12/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

1. Regarding claims 14 and 25, the applicant argues that the Niikawa et al. (US 
Pub No.: 2002/01 71 747A1) reference fails to disclose "a shortcut associated with a 
complete set of parameters" in Page 1 1 of the applicant's arguments. The examiner 
respectfully disagrees with this assertion. In the examiner's opinion, the Niikawa et al. 
reference discloses "assigning at least one shortcut to a unique set of operational 
parameters" as mentioned in the previous office action. Looking at Table 2 on Page 5 
of Niikawa et al., the item column is viewed as a shortcut to a unique set of operational 
parameters (choices). Therefore, it is of the examiner's opinion that the Niikawa et al. 
reference still reads on the applicant's claims. 

2. Also, the rejection of claims 14-20, 23-31 and 34-35 under 102(e) with the 
Niikawa et al. (US Pub No.: 2002/01 7 1747A1) reference are withdrawn and rejected 
under 103(a) with the Niikawa et al. reference and further in view of Kawamura et al. 
(US Patent No.: 7092024B2). This is done because the scope of claims 14 and 25 has 
been changed with the addition of the line "suitable for capturing a digital image with...". 

3. For the reasons discussed above, the rejection for claims 1-13, 21-22 and 32- 
33 are rejected as discussed in the previous office action. 
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Claim Objections 
Claim 36 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
The word "a" between the words "retrieved" and "set" should be removed. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-12,14-20.23-31 and 34-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Niikawa et al. (US Pub No.: 2002/01 71 747A1) and further 
in view of Kawamura et al. (US Patent No.: 7092024B2) 

Regarding Claim 1, Niikawa et al. teach of a method of configuring a digital 
camera capable of capturing an image (The image capturing section 3 includes an 
image capturing circuit 302, Paragraph 0032), the method comprising: 

providing more than one format selection (flash, shooting, image quality, 
resolution etc. . . in Table 2 on Page 5 under Item and Figures 12-15B) to be used in 
capturing the digital image, each format selection corresponding to a unique set of 
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parameters (The different parameters (choices) are shown in Table 2 on Page 5 to the 
right of the Item column next to each format/item selection and under the column named 
Choices) for the capture of the digital image; 

selecting one format selection (The different format (item) selections can be 
made by moving the crossed switch 35 up and down, Paragraph 0109); and 

retrieving a set of parameters (choices) associated with the format selection (The 
choices can be made in association with the item/format selection by scrolling down to 
the respective item and pressing the R button on the crossed switch 35. This brings up 
a set of parameters associated with each format selection, Paragraph 0110). 

However, Niikawa et al. do not specifically teach of selecting the formats and 
parameters before capturing the digital image. Kawamura et al. teach of changing the 
settings before capturing the image (See Figure 10 in Kawamura et al.). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate 
into Niikawa et al. the ability to change the settings of the parameters associated with 
the various formats before capturing an image, because this would have given the user 
more control in capturing an image to fit a required need. 

With regard to Claim 2, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. teach of a method in 
accordance with claim 1, further comprising: 

setting the operational parameters of the camera to the retrieved set of 
parameters (The choices can be made in association with the item/format selection by 
scrolling down to the respective item and pressing the R button on the crossed switch 
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35. This brings up a set of parameters associated with each format selection, 
Paragraph 0110 of Niikawa et al. 

Although Niikawa et al. do not specifically teach of selecting the formats and 
parameters before capturing the digital image, Kawamura et al. teach of changing the 
settings before capturing the image (See Figure 10 in Kawamura et al.). Therefore, the 
operational parameters are set to (equal to) the retrieved set of parameters. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate into Niikawa et al. the ability to change the settings of the parameters 
associated with the various formats before capturing an image, because this would 
have given the user more control in capturing an image to fit a required need). 

Regarding Claim 3, the references of Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. teach 
of a method in accordance with claim 2, further comprising: 

capturing the digital image using said set of parameters 

(The choices can be made in association with the item/format selection by 
scrolling down to the respective item and pressing the R button on the crossed switch 
35. This brings up a set of parameters associated with each format selection, 
Paragraph 0110 of Niikawa et al). 

Although Niikawa et al. do not specifically teach of selecting the formats and 
parameters before capturing the digital image, Kawamura et al. teach of changing the 
settings before capturing the image (See Figure 10 in Kawamura et al.). Therefore, the 
operational parameters are set to (equal to) the retrieved set of parameters and the 
digital image is captured using these set of parameters. It would have been obvious to 
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one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate into Niikawa et 
al. the ability to change the settings of the parameters associated with the various 
formats before capturing an image, because this would have given the user more 
control in capturing an image to fit a required need). 

With regard to Claim 4, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. teach of a method in 
accordance with claim 1, wherein the set of parameters comprises resolution and 
compression level (T able 2 on Page 5 shows that the parameters (choices) for 
compression levels are under the item image quality, and the choices for the different 
resolutions are listed right below it, Paragraph 0112 of Niikawa et al.). 

Regarding Claim 5, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. teach of a method in 
accordance with claim 4, wherein providing comprises providing at least two format 
selections. The set of parameters of a first format selection includes a higher resolution 
setting than the set of parameters of a second format selection if the first format section 
(image quality) had it's parameter set on Fine and a second format section (resolution) 
was set to 1024 x 768. The Fine image quality has a resolution of 1600x 1200, which is 
higher than 1024 x 768 (Table 2 Page 5 of Niikawa et al.). 

In regard to Claim 6, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. teach of a method in 
accordance with claim 4, wherein providing comprises providing at least two format 
selections. The set of parameters of a first format selection includes a higher resolution 
setting than the set of parameters of a second format selection if the first format section 
(image quality) had it's parameter set on Fine and a second format section (resolution) 
was set to 1024 x 768. The Fine image quality has a higher compression setting than 
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the 1024 x 768 resolution, which corresponds to the uncompressed image quality 
(Table 2 Page 5 ofNiikawa et al.). 

With regard to Claim 7, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. teach of a method in 
accordance with claim 1, wherein at least one parameter of the set of parameters is 
selected from the group consisting of height resolution, width resolution, total resolution, 
compression level, color depth, stereoscopic toggle, black/white-color toggle, 
black/white grayscale level, and combinations thereof (Figures 13A to 15B which show 
camera status selection screens show's that the resolution is selected (in this case to be 
1600x 1200)). 

Regarding Claim 8, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. teach of a method in 
accordance with claim 1, wherein the set of parameters consists of resolution and 
compression level (Table 2 on Page 5 shows that the parameters (choices) for 
compression levels are under the item image quality, and the choices for the different 
resolutions are listed right below it, Paragraph 0112 ofNiikawa et al.). 

In regard to Claim 9, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. teach of a method in 
accordance with claim 1, further comprising: 

assigning a unique name to each of the format selections (Looking at Table 2 on 
Page 5 ofNiikawa et al., it is shown that unique names are assigned to each of the 
format (item) selections). 

Regarding Claim 10, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. teach of a method in 
accordance with claim 1, further comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/646,261 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2622 

assigning a unique icon to each of the format selections (Underline L1 acts as an 
icon that can be assigned to each of the format selections, See Figures 13 A through 
15BofNiikawaet al.) 

In regard to Claim 11, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. teach of a method in 
accordance with claim 1, further comprising: 

assigning the parameters (choices) associated with a format (item) selection to 
default values (Looking at Table 2 on Page 5 of Niikawa et al., it is evident that default 
values are assigned to the choices associated with each item). 

With regard to Claim 12, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. teach of a method in 
accordance with claim 1, further comprising: 

modifying at least one parameter of a set of parameters associated with a format 
selection (The setting of the choices (parameters) can be changed/modified, 
(Paragraph 0110 of Niikawa et al.) by using the cross key pad 35 to scroll up or down 
and change the parameters associated with the item selections). 

Regarding Claim 14, the Niikawa et al. reference teaches of a digital camera 
user interface (See Figure 8) comprising: 

means for assigning at least one shortcut (flash, shooting, image quality, 
resolution etc. . . in Table 2 on Page 5 under Item and Figures 12-15B of Niikawa et 
al.) to a unique set of operational parameters (The different parameters (choices) are 
shown in Table 2 on Page 5 to the right of the Item column next to each formatAtem 
selection and under the column named Choices) of the digital camera; and 
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means for permitting a user to select the at least one shortcut (The different 
format (item) selections can be made by moving the crossed switch 35 up and down, 
Paragraph 0109 of Niikawa et al.) 

However, Niikawa et al. do not teach or explicitly discuss assigning a shortcut to 
a unique set of parameters before capturing the digital image with the digital camera. 
Kawamura et al. teach of changing the settings before capturing the image (See Figure 
10 in Kawamura et al). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to incorporate into Niikawa et al. the ability to change the 
settings of the parameters associated with the various formats before capturing an 
image, because this would have given the user more control in capturing an image to fit 
a required need. 

With regard to Claim 15, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 14, wherein the operational parameters (choices) 
comprise resolution and compression level (Table 2 on Page 5 shows that the 
parameters (choices) for compression levels are under the item image quality, and the 
choices for the different resolutions are listed right below it, Paragraph 0112 of Niikawa 
et al.). 

In regard to Claim 16, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 15, wherein the at least one shortcut comprises at 
least two shortcuts, the set of parameters of a first shortcut including a higher resolution 
setting than that of the set of parameters of a second shortcut (The set of parameters of 
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a first shortcut selection includes a higher resolution setting than the set of parameters 
of a second shortcut selection if the first shortcut section (image quality) had it's 
parameter set on Fine and a second shortcut section (resolution) was set to 1024 x 768. 
The Fine image quality has a resolution of 1600 x 1200, which is higher than 1024 x 768 
, Table 2 Page 5 of Niikawa et al.) 

With regard to Claim 17, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 15, wherein the at least one shortcut comprises at 
least two shortcuts, the set of parameters of a first shortcut including a higher 
compression setting than that of the set of parameters of a second shortcut (The set of 
parameters of a first shortcut selection includes a higher resolution setting than the set 
of parameters of a second shortcut selection if the first shortcut section (image quality) 
had it's parameter set on Fine and a second shortcut section (resolution) was set to 
1024 x 768. The Fine image quality has a higher compression setting than the 1024 x 
768 resolution, which corresponds to the uncompressed image quality, Table 2 Page 5 
of Niikawa et al.). 

Regarding Claim 18, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 14, further comprising: 

means for changing at least one parameter of a set of parameters of at least one 
shortcut (The setting of the choices (parameters) can be changed/modified, Paragraph 
0110 of Niikawa etal.) 

In regard to Claim 19, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 14, further comprising: 
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means for changing the settings of the digital camera to include the set of 
operational parameters (Pressing the menu button 34 on the digital camera provides a 
means for changing the settings by bringing up the set of operational parameters on the 
LCD display screen, Paragraphs 0100-0101 ofNiikawa et al.) 

With regard to Claim 20, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 14, wherein the means for permitting further 
comprises: 

means for bypassing the at least one shortcut (A shortcut (item) can be bypassed 
by moving up or down over the unwanted shortcut using the crossed switch 35, 
Paragraph 0109 of Niikawa et al.); and 

means for permitting a user to directly select camera operational parameters 
(The choices can be made in association with the item/format selection by scrolling 
down to the respective item and pressing the R button on the crossed switch 35. This 
brings up a set of parameters associated with each format selection, Paragraph 0110 
ofNiikawa et al.). 

Regarding Claim 23, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 14, further comprising means for assigning the 
parameters associated with a shortcut to default values (Looking at Table 2 on Page 5 
of Niikawa et al., it is evident that default values are assigned to the choices associated 
with each item). 

In regard to Claim 24, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 14, wherein at least one parameter of the set of 
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parameters is selected from the group consisting of height resolution, width resolution, 
total resolution, compression level, color depth, stereoscopic toggle, black/white-color 
toggle, black/white grey scale level, and combinations thereof (Figures 13A to 15B of 
Niikawa et al., which show camera status selection screens show's that the resolution is 
selected (in this case to be 1600 x 1200)). 

In regard to claim 25, Niikawa et al. teach of a digital camera user interface 
comprising: 

logic configured to assign at least one shortcut (flash, shooting, image quality, 
resolution etc... in Table 2 on Page 5 under Item and Figures 12-1 SB of Niikawa et 
al.) to a unique set of operational parameters (The different parameters (choices) are 
shown in Table 2 on Page 5 to the right of the Item column next to each format/item 
selection and under the column named Choices) of the digital camera; and 

logic configured to permit a user to select the at least one shortcut (The different 
format (item) selections can be made by moving the crossed switch 35 up and down, 
Paragraph 0109 of Niikawa et al.). 

It is inherent that there is logic present in the camera to permit the user to select 
a list of choices (parameters) from the items (shortcuts). 

However, Niikawa et al. do not teach of setting the operational parameters before 
capturing a digital image with the digital camera. Kawamura et al. teach of changing the 
settings before capturing the image (See Figure 10 in Kawamura et al.). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate 
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into Niikawa et al. the ability to change the settings of the parameters associated with 
the various formats before capturing an image, because this would have given the user 
more control in capturing an image to fit a required need. 

Regarding Claim 26, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 25, wherein the operational parameters comprise 
resolution and compression level (Table 2 on Page 5 shows that the parameters 
(choices) for compression levels are under the item image quality, and the choices for 
the different resolutions are listed right below it, Paragraph 0112 of Niikawa et al.). 

With regard to Claim 27, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 26, wherein the at least one shortcut comprises at 
least two shortcuts, the set of parameters of a first shortcut including a higher resolution 
setting than that of the set of parameters of a second shortcut (The set of parameters of 
a first shortcut selection includes a higher resolution setting than the set of parameters 
of a second shortcut selection if the first shortcut section (image quality) had it's 
parameter set on Fine and a second shortcut section (resolution) was set to 1024 x 768. 
The Fine image quality has a resolution of 1600 x 1200, which is higher than 1024 x 768 
, Table 2 Page 5 of Niikawa et al.). 

In regard to Claim 28, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 26, wherein the at least one shortcut comprises at 
least two shortcuts, the set of parameters of a first shortcut including a higher 
compression setting than that of the set of parameters of a second shortcut (The set of 
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parameters of a first shortcut selection includes a higher resolution setting than the set 
of parameters of a second shortcut selection if the first shortcut section (image quality) 
had it's parameter set on Fine and a second shortcut section (resolution) was set to 
1024 x 768. The Fine image quality has a higher compression setting than the 1024 x 
768 resolution, which corresponds to the uncompressed image quality, Table 2 Page 5 
ofNiikawa etal.) 

In regard to Claim 29, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 25, further comprising: 

logic (inherently present) configured to change at least one parameter of a set of 
parameters of at least one shortcut (The setting of the choices (parameters) can be 
changed/modified, Paragraph 0110 ofNiikawa et al.). 

With regard to Claim 30, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 29, further comprising: 

logic (inherently present) configured to change the settings of the digital camera 
to include the set of operational parameters (Pressing the menu button 34 on the digital 
camera provides a means for changing the settings by bringing up the set of operational 
parameters on the LCD display screen, Paragraphs 0100-0101 ofNiikawa et al.). 

In regard to Claim 31, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 25, wherein the logic configured to permit further 
comprises: 
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logic (inherently present) configured to bypass the at least one shortcut (A 
shortcut (item) can be bypassed by moving up or down over the unwanted shortcut 
using the crossed switch 35, Paragraph 0109 of Niikawa et al.); and 

logic (inherently present) configured to permit a user to directly select camera 
operational parameters (The choices can be made in association with the item/format 
selection by scrolling down to the respective item and pressing the R button on the 
crossed switch 35. This brings up a set of parameters associated with each format 
selection, Paragraph 0110 of Niikawa et al.). 

Regarding Claim 34, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 25, further comprising logic (inherently present) 
configured to assign the parameters associated with a shortcut to default values 
(Looking at Table 2 on Page 5 of Niikawa et al., it is evident that default values are 
assigned to the choices associated with each item). 

With regard to Claim 35, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 25, wherein at least one parameter of the set of 
parameters is selected from the group consisting of height resolution, width resolution, 
total resolution, compression level, color depth, stereoscopic toggle, black/white-color 
toggle, black/white grey scale level, and combinations thereof (Figures 13A to 15B of 
Niikawa et al. which show camera status selection screens show's that the resolution is 
selected (in this case to be 1600 x 1200)). 

In regard to Claim 36, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a method in 
accordance with Claim 9, wherein the unique name indicates an intended usage of the 
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digital image for which said retrieved set of parameters associated with the format 
selection is suitable (Looking at Table 2 on Page 5 ofNiikawa et al., it is shown that 
unique names are assigned to each of the format (item) selections. The names can 
indicate an intended use. For instance, under the image quality format, the parameters 
"fine", "uncompressed" or "standard" can be selected according to an intended use for 
the image). 

Regarding Claim 37, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 14, further comprising: 

assigning a unique name to at least one shortcut (Looking at Table 2 on Page 5 
ofNiikawa et al., it is shown that unique names are assigned to each of the format 
(item) selections); 

wherein the unique name indicates an intended usage of a digital image for 
which said unique set of operational parameters is suitable (The names can indicate an 
intended use. For instance, under the image quality format, the parameters "fine", 
"uncompressed" or "standard" can be selected according to an intended use for the 
image). 

With regard to Claim 38, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. disclose a user 
interface in accordance with claim 25, further comprising: 

assigning a unique name to said at least one shortcut (Looking at Table 2 on 
Page 5 ofNiikawa et al., it is shown that unique names are assigned to each of the 
format (item) selections); 
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wherein the unique name indicates an intended usage of a digital image for 
which said unique set of operation parameters is suitable (The names can indicate an 
intended use. For instance, under the image quality format, the parameters "fine", 
"uncompressed" or "standard" can be selected according to an intended use for the 
image). 

Claims 13.21-22 and 32-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Niikawa et al. (US Pub No.: 2002/01 71 747A1). Kawamura et al. 
(US Patent No.: 7092024B2) as applied to claims 1.14. and 25 above, and further in 
view of Terane et al. (US Patent No.: 6734909B1). 

In regard to Claims 13,21-22 and 32-33, Niikawa et al. and Kawamura et al. do 
not explicitly teach of generating a new format selection/shortcut while assigning 
operational parameters to the set shortcut. Although, the inventions do disclose 
generating a thumbnail 10f that is displayed at the same time as the setting information 
10g (See Figure 8 of Niikawa et al.), they do not teach that the thumbnail can be used 
as a shortcut/new format selection that includes an associated set of parameters. 
Terane et al. teach of generating a thumbnail image and selecting the desired thumbnail 
image to display a full image, Column 2, Lines 35-38 of Terane et al. The thumbnail 
has associated parameters such as a default size that is one ninth the regular image 
captured, Column 5, Lines 4-12 of Terane et al. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate into Niikawa et al. and 
Kawamura et al. a thumbnail that represented a new format selection with a set of 
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associated parameters because a thumbnail usually represents the users preferred 
image and can give the user a quick means of accessing it. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pritham Prabhakher whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1 128. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-5:00) Alt Friday's Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571 )272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Pritham David Prabhakher 

Patent Examiner 

Pritham .Prabhakher(S)uspto.qov 




DAVID OMETZ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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